The voice of advocates in health care policymaking for the poor.
Connecticut's Medicaid Managed Care Council gave advocates for the poor an opportunity to monitor the state's Medicaid reform and provided a forum for public discussion of the program's main goals: cost control; improved quality and access to mainstream health care services. Participants engaged in an active discussion of the first two goals, but largely ignored mainstream access. We discuss why this issue did not generate public debate even though many advocates expressed concern about the issue during private interviews. We conclude that they chose not to discuss the issue publicly because they felt that an attainable solution did not exist.